
August fl,1987

Mr. Mike Spear, Regional. Director
D.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Post Office 1~ox1306
Albuquerque, Now Mexico 87103

Ro: Minutes of July 3i,—1987 meeting
Antelope Recovery Te~ni.

U, I
“

O~~‘)~j/U’~r1t

of the Sonoran PronqhoL-r,

flRD_____

Dear ‘Mr. Spear:

Enclosed for your rov~ew and consideration are the minutes
and recorwnondatjoils of ‘U~e~onoran Pronqhorn Anteippo Recovery
Team held at t1uke Air Force 8eise, Arizona, on July 31, 1987.

These minutes were reviewed by those in attendance. The
team believes these recOmmendations are the nqxt logical steps to
further recovery goal~

If I or any team me~n~rcan be of futhor assistance to you
or your staff, please feel free to contact me at any time.

—

RR: jj

Sincerely,

~ ~
Richard Reminqton, T~mT~eador
Sonoran Prcrnqhorn Antelope
Recovery Toam
3005 Pacific Avonue
Yuma, Az. 85365
(602) 344-3436
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This meeting of the recovery team was called to discuss
three items. These topics are (1) Update team members-on Buenos

I-, I Aires National, Wildlife Ro-f~icjo, Pronqhorn study team report (2)
Proposal. for continuatj~n.o~studjes of the Sonoran i’ronqhorn
Antelope status in Ar.t~n~- (-~)Proposal for additional team
members of the Sonoran:Pro~tcjhorn Antelope Recovery Team.

-- Specific discussions o1~ e~ct~agenda item follows.

(1). Pt short pres~n~at~&onwas made by myself to other team
members discussing thë.-~ictt~l~pe -study team for the Buenos-Aires

- - - National- Wildlife Refuge~ The role ot~ tthn study team wa-s -
di~eussod as well as the finding of the teasn. The final report

was given to team members for their review and records. Current
Sonoran Pronghorn Antelop&numhets are below 100 in Mexico and

- may well he holow 50 ind-~vi~uals (S.A. Valenzueia, 1986, current
II - -- II status of the Pronqhorn-----(~tilocapra Americana) in Mexico: (A

- survey). The recovery team believes that future transplants of
this unique pronghorn will be necessary not only to meat recovery
needs but to keop Sonoran Pronahorn Antelope in Mextee ex~nt.
The recovery team doa~ ap-~nraciata the eCCum.Li~ tiC Lime Fi~1m arid
Wildlife Service in exploring the possibilities of breeding a

releasible number--of SCflor-an- Pronghor~ on the Buenos Aires -
National Wildlife Refuge.. -- -

MINUTES -

JULY 31, 1987

Sonoran Pronqh~rn Antelope Recovery Teams Meetinq

- ‘rho July 31,, 1987 meeting of the Sonoran Pronqhorn Antolopo
Recovery Team was called to order at 10:00 A.M. at Luke Mr Force
Base Arizona (attendance roster attached).

I. -

- II

-- (2). Mr. Jim de Vos was asked to the meeting to bring team
members up to date on funding and plans of future studies of the
Sànoran Pronqhorn Ant~lope, - From the studies proposed in the
minutes of the last recovery team meeting January 15,1987, two
studios could be performed ~nd pertinent data qathorod. Mr.
de Von, however stated L~&t -a Woo—Natal fawn study which was
proposed would cost a min~.mumnof $100,000 annually for
approximately three year~. The major cost arising is in
personnel and equipment n000ssary to monitor gravid females and
subsequent fawns very ext~nsive1y. Currently cost and field
logistics are to prohibitive to undertake such a study.

— I

— — — — I

-- - ;- -I



~1

Additional proposed investtqatlons could be performed
without, such massive costs. Mr. do Von Informed the team ho has
socurod $8580.00 from “Tho One—Shot Antelope Hunt Foundation”. -
Funding has also been secured from the Arizona game and -Fish
Department for limited personnel costs and employee related
expenses if a Sonoran Pronghorn study is re—initiated. Funding
currently securnd will allow the acquisition of 1,0 telemetry
collars, flight time to pormait capturing and recollaring of 10
Pronghorn arid 20 relocation flights. Monies now available would
not provido any on the groundfiold work. Mr. -de Von has
prepared a request for additional funds from several agencies
which will ai.low for. study efforts on the ground. With funding
secured only from the Arizona Game arid Fish Department and
privato sportmnan, funds for additional concepts of the study will -
or have been solicited from t,uke Air Force Base, U.S. Fish and
-Wildlife Service, Refuges and Endanqorod Species and also the
National Parks service. In addition to secured funds the study-
requires an additional $19,650 to put personnel in the field. In
addition to radio telemetry, field studies would Include for~qe
collections for laboratory analysis, predator investigations and
further invostigationsof the use of free water by Sonoran
Pronqhorn. I - - -

Forage analysi~-.sjoul,d consist of collecting seasonal food
items of Sorioran rr~horn and determine physical parameters - I -

(protein content etc.). such investigations could determine If
forage quality seasonally may be alimited ~u~t’or in gonoran
Pronghorn Antelope numbers. -

Predator inve~tiga~ions would include coordinating and -
conducting rango wide coydto scat transects. Scat numbers would
be used to determine a relative abundahce of coyote throughout -
habitat types an well as compared to other areas within Southwest
Arizona. Coyote scat would also be analysed for evidence of
ank~lope predator. AddiP~Ona11y S number of coystc would he
collected primarily during and within fawning periods and habitat
fo~ stomach content mna1y~is. It would- he pn~nihlo to radio -
collar a numnbor of eoy~o~to empirically determine home range,
size and seasonal umàr~s. -

Finally investtqa~l~one of water use would consist of ground
monitoring during dromiqhb months to document use of free water
and attempt to document vt~itaLions.

Considerable discussion occurod throughout all study
aspects. It was app~.rent -that most study team members were
extremely interested In water use and whether it could ho
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determined if construction of now water sources is indeed
beneficial. Discussion of 24 hour remote camera monitoring
systemswere discussed. Interest of continuing st:udy efforts was
high within the team.

It is the rocommnondationof the Recovery team that special
use permits be issuod to tho Arizona Game and Fish Department for
tho capture and subsequent radio collaring and relocations of up
to 10 Sonoran Pronqhorn by the Fish and WiLdlife Service upon
receipt of the study proposal. The toam believes that these
special use permits can he issued based upon consultation and

results of the initial 1983 Sonoran Pronghorn capturo. The
recovery team is hopeful that additional funding can be obtained
by the study team to conduct field studies on predators and the
forago base. - - --

(3.) A short d:l~cm.~~Ion was held on team membership.- The
team wa-s unanimnous inthe opinion that memboship from the Bureau
of Land Management be ~bUcitated. The team suggests that the
Regional t?irector. conta~t- th~ Bueau of Land Management and
request such membership. Our suggestion for a member from the
BLM would be Mark Frodl-ake~ Lower Gila Resource Area biologist

Phoenix District BL~.-M~-:Fred1ake would make~awilling member
and po~itive addition to the team. - Tim current area of -
responsibility tncludou ~onoran Antelope habitat within the Ajo
area and his knowledge of the antelope and habitat requiroments
is good. -- - --

Additionally, bhote~unsuqqests that a member fromn the
Cabeza Prieta National W~].dlife Refuge be appointod to the team --

subsequent to the resignation of Ms. Linda Hagon. The team will.
support the recommendation from tho Refuge and Roqional Director.

It was also brought. out that Luke Air Force Tiaso will
request the roplac~mgnt~i~:th~eir current tenm rnemnber 2nd t.t.
Michole Monroe with a now ‘civilian employee Mr. Russell A.
Haughoy. The team would support the recommendation by Luke Air

-- Force Base and the Regional direct-or. - - - - -

This meeting was adj~urnod at 12:30 PM on July 31, 1907.
There was no subsoquontmeeting date -or future agenda items
proposed at thoconctusionof the meeting. It is our
recommendation however that subsequent to roinitiating the status
of Sonoran Pronghorn. ~tudy that the team meet again to discuss

final arrangements and details of the study with Mr.doVos.
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- Minutes taken and submittod by Richard Remington teas leader
Sonoran Pronqhorn Antelope Recovery Toam. --
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